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Whoever knowingly –  

(1) in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or within the special 

maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, recruits, entices, 

harbors, transports, provides, obtains, or maintains by any means a person; 

or 

(2) benefits, financially or by receiving anything of value, from participation 

in a venture which has engaged in an act described in violation of paragraph 

(1),  

knowing, or in reckless disregard of the fact, that means of force, threats of 

force, fraud, coercion described in subsection (e)(2), or any combination of 

such means will be used to cause the person to engage in a commercial sex 

act, or that the person has not attained the age of 18 years and will be caused 

to engage in a commercial sex act, shall be punished as provided in 

subsection (b).  
 



(A) threats of serious harm to or physical 
restraint against any person; 

(B) any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to 
cause a person to believe that failure to 
perform an act would result in serious harm 
to or physical restraint against any person; or  

(C) the abuse or threatened abuse of law or the 
legal process.  



(3) The term "commercial sex act" means any 
sex act, on account of which anything of value 
is given to or received by any person. 



Sexual abuse includes—   

 

 (1) Sexual abuse of an inmate, detainee, or 
resident by another inmate, detainee, or 
resident; and  

 (2) Sexual abuse of an inmate, detainee, or 
resident by a staff member, contractor, or 
volunteer.  



 Sexual abuse of an inmate, detainee, or 
resident by another inmate, detainee, or 
resident includes any of the following acts, if 
the victim does not consent, is coerced into 
such act by overt or implied threats of 
violence, or is unable to consent or refuse… 

Inmate on Inmate 



(1) Contact between the penis and the vulva or the penis and the anus, 
including penetration, however slight;  

 

(2) Contact between the mouth and the penis, vulva, or anus;  

 

(3) Contact between the mouth and any body part where the staff 
member, contractor, or volunteer has the intent to abuse, arouse, or 
gratify sexual desire;  

 

(4) Penetration of the anal or genital opening, however slight, by a 
hand, finger, object, or other instrument, that is unrelated to official 
duties or where the staff member, contractor, or volunteer has the 
intent to abuse, arouse, or gratify sexual desire;  

 

Definitions 



 Sexual abuse of an inmate, detainee, or 
resident by a staff member, contractor, or 
volunteer includes any of the following acts, 
with or without consent of the inmate, 
detainee, or resident… 



 Any other intentional contact, either directly or through the clothing, 
of or with the genitalia, anus, groin, breast, inner thigh, or the 
buttocks, that is unrelated to official duties or where the staff 
member, contractor, or volunteer has the intent to abuse, arouse, or 
gratify sexual desire;  

 

 Any display by a staff member, contractor, or volunteer of his or her 
uncovered genitalia, buttocks, or breast in the presence of an 
inmate, detainee, or resident, and  

 

 Voyeurism by a staff member, contractor, or volunteer.  

Definitions 



(1) Repeated and unwelcome sexual advances, requests for 
sexual favors, or verbal comments, gestures, or actions of a 
derogatory or offensive sexual nature by one inmate, detainee, 
or resident directed toward another; and 

  

(2) Repeated verbal comments or gestures of a sexual nature to 
an inmate, detainee, or resident by a staff member, contractor, 
or volunteer, including demeaning references to gender, 
sexually suggestive or derogatory comments about body or 
clothing, or obscene language or gestures.  



Video: Turned Out: Sexual Assault Behind Bars 

 



 



 What crimes were committed? 
 

 If human trafficking, when did it become human 
trafficking? 
 

 Who were these victims able to turn to for 
assistance? 
 

 What processes in place could have helped these 
survivorss from being victimized? 

 What processes is place could have helped these 
survivors after victimization? 
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 Can you think of any instances where sexual 
abuse/harassment in prisons could be 
trafficking? 

 How do the dynamics change when the 
trafficker is a staff member vs. and inmate? 

 Do you think trafficking occurs in women’s 
prisons?  



 How do the dynamics change when the 
trafficker is a staff member vs. and inmate? 

 

 Do you think sex work occurs in prisons? If 
so, how is it different then on the outside? 

 

 Do you think trafficking occurs in women’s 
prisons?  
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